Advanced Placement English 11: Language and Composition

Summer Reading Assignment 

2014-2015 

Summer Reading Website: www.nfhsapenglish.weebly.com
Welcome to AP Language and Composition. The AP English Language course emphasizes a mix of politics, history, social sciences, current events, and non-fiction prose. This class is different from most English classes you have taken before; it will ask you to analyze writing, develop sound reasoning and argumentation, as well as examine the power of language. This summer assignment offers you a chance to create a database of information you will use throughout the school year. Complete the assignments outlined below and place them in a clearly labeled and organized folder (with pockets).
This assignment is due Wednesday, September 10 by 2:35 P.M. to your assigned teacher. You will need to sign-in the folder with your teacher; don’t just drop it and run please (. (Absent students need to make arrangements for their folders to be dropped off on or before the due date). Organize your material by text, in order, as organization is a graded component of this project.  

Required Texts: 
1. Everything’s an Argument by Andrea A. Lunsford and John J. Ruszkiewicz – Read Part One (p. 3-130).

2. The Overachievers: The Secret Lives of Driven Kids by Alexandra Robbins 

3. Biography Choice: Choose one book from the following list:


· Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin by Benjamin Franklin
· Angela's Ashes by Frank McCourt
· Glass Castle: A Memoir by Jeannette Walls 

· Into Thin Air by John Krakauer
· Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story by Cecil Murphey 
· Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortenson

· Lakota Woman by Mary Crow Dog
· Into the Wild by John Krakauer
· I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou

· Reading Lolita in Tehran by Azir Nafisi 

· When Heaven and Earth Changed Places by Le Ly Hayslip
The Folder

Part 1 – Everything’s an Argument

Read Chapters 1-5.  The sections are titled as follows: (1) Everything is an Argument, (2) Arguments Based on Emotion: Pathos, (3) Arguments Based on Character: Ethos, (4) Arguments Based on Facts and Reason: Logos, and (5) Rhetorical Analysis. You will be tested on this reading the first week of class.  Some suggestions for note-taking include:

· Keep a learning log or note journal on your reading

· Annotate, highlight, or mark-up the text using sticky notes (or a pen if you purchase the book yourself)
· Outline the authors’ main claims or interesting examples

· Create a “terms” list and organize key concepts worth defining

You will not be graded on your “note-taking” method.  You are responsible for ensuring you are prepared for the test; students are encouraged to select a method that works best for them.
Part 2 – From Reading to Writing

Read Overachievers and your “choice” selection. Complete the following for both texts:
A. Top Five Passages 

Select the five most compelling passages (groups of sentences). For each passage:

1. Copy the complete passage, complete with a page number citation (MLA). 
2. Discuss the context of the passage. Be sure to explain how an understanding of this passage plays an important role in understanding the author’s purpose.  
3. Label the tone (attitude) of this passage. Be sure to explain how and why the reader recognizes this tone.  A quality answer will examine and discuss how rhetorical “tools” such as diction, syntax, figurative language, etc. contribute to the reader’s recognition of this tone. 
B. Essays 

Write a 1.5 -2 page essay for each of following prompts.  Essays should be typed, double-spaced, and should follow MLA format.  You will be assessed on both the 6+1 scale and the AP rubric. An excellent resource for MLA citations can be found at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/.  
· Overachievers: Evaluate the pros and cons of the author’s argument. Use appropriate evidence as you examine each side and indicate which position you find more persuasive. Do not simply summarize the text.
· Choice: Write an essay in which you analyze how the author’s style conveys the significance of his or her experience to the reader. Do not simply summarize the text.
Part 3 – Grammar/Terms
You are expected to come to class “grammatically prepared” to begin working at an AP level.  At a minimum, this means you are responsible for understanding the basic rules for grammatical sentence types. If you do not have a clear, functional understanding and ability to correctly use the conventions listed here, you should spend time this summer working on fixing this.  We have provided you with a variety of sources on our website to assist you. Additionally, we recommend finding your own resources to help you polish your skills in this area. It is your responsibility to come prepared in this area. 
· Subjects and Verbs

· Clauses (both independent and dependent)

· Sentence Types (simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex)

· Conventions (capitalization, commas, semicolons, colons, ellipsis points, dashes, etc.)
In addition to grammar, the following alphabetized terms have been taken from the Everything’s an Argument text.  You should expect to see these terms on your assessment during week one.  You are welcome to create your own flashcards or use the following link to study the terms: http://quizlet.com/_pz9mw.
1. Argument: any text (written, spoken, aural, or visual) that expresses a point of view; the use of evidence and reason to discover a version of the truth.

2. Arguments of Definition: an argument in which the claim specifies that something does or does not meet the conditions or features set forth in a representation; within stasis theory: What is the nature of the thing?

3. Arguments of Evaluation: presents criteria and then measures people, ideas, actions, or things against those standards; within stasis theory: What is the quality or cause of the thing?

4. Arguments of Fact: an argument where the claim can be proved or disproved with specific evidence or testimony; within stasis theory: Did something happen?

5. Arguments to Convince: leads audiences to agree that a claim is true or that action is desirable.

6. Arguments to Explore: urges an audience to seek further information and analysis for understanding an idea, issue or problem.

7. Arguments to Inform: aimed at providing the audience with information.

8. Arguments to Make Decisions: closely linked with exploratory arguments, the goal is consider various alternatives to make good, sound choices.

9. Arguments to Meditate/Pray: the writer or speaker uses intense messages or themes hoping to reach a peace of mind or transform something in himself/herself, as well as the audience.

10. Arguments to Persuade: moves an audience from conviction to action that can produce change.

11. Aristotle's Rhetorical Appeals: the use of ethos (credibility), pathos (emotion), and logos (logic) to achieve specific purposes when making arguments.

12. Audience: the person or persons to whom an argument is directed.

13. Deliberative Argument: an occasion for argument that deals with what will or should happen in the future.

14. Epideictic/Ceremonial Argument: an occasion for argument set in the present, often dealing with contemporary

values (widely-held beliefs or assumptions debated in a society) to offer praise or blame.

15. Forensic Argument: an occasion for argument relying on evidence, testimony, and precedents of the past.

16. Intended Audiences: the actual, real-life people a writer or speaker consciously wants to address when making an argument.

17. Invitational Argument: aimed at encouraging others to collaborate in exploring mutually satisfying ways to solve

problems, rather than vanquishing opponents. 

18. Invoked Readers: the audience directly addressed or implied in an argument's text, which may include some people that the writer/speaker did not intend to reach.

19. Kairos: based on Greek mythology, calls for seeking the most suitable time and place for making an argument and the most opportune ways of making an argument.

20. Proposal Arguments: an argument in which a claim is made in favor of or opposing a specific course of action: within stasis theory: What actions should be taken?

21. Purposes of Argument: to inform, convince, persuade, explore, make decisions, and/or meditate and pray.

22. Rhetoric: art of persuasion (many schemes used to study and understand the use of persuasive language in Western culture come from the Greek philosopher, Aristotle).

23. Rhetorical Situation: the relationship between topic, author, audience, and other contexts (social, political, cultural) that

determine or evoke an appropriate spoken or written response.

24. Rogerian Argument: an approach to argumentation based on the principle that audiences respond best when they do not feel threatened; stresses trust and urges those who disagree to find common ground.

25. Stasis Theory: in classical rhetoric, a method for coming up with appropriate arguments by determining the nature of the

given situation (arguments of fact, definition).
If you have a specific question that can’t be answered by the packet we have provided you, please contact Mrs. Alexander, Mr. Carruthers, Mrs. Morse, or Ms. Rust. We also recommend joining our AP English Summer Homework Remind 101 group (on the website.)
5 Pointers for a Quality Binder Grade:
1. Start early. Don’t procrastinate.

2. Review the reading packet and ask questions BEFORE the summer begins.  Note: Summer e-mail is not checked on a regular basis.

3. Use complete sentences, correct spelling, and correct grammar.  

4. Consider keeping a journal for writing down summaries, claims, observations, ideas you have, etc. 

5. Don’t simply summarize the text –analyze it. Make sure your responses are complete and detailed. Your responses should address how and why your ideas are valid.

There are several versions of Everything’s an Argument available online. North Farmington uses the 5th edition.  


ISBNs are listed here: 


0-312-53862-6


978-0-312-53862-0











